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It  looks  like  turkey  growers  have  their  '59  flock  headed  right  down  into 
the  valley  of  low  prices.     Secretary  Benson  issued  a  warning  about  this  just 
the  other  day.    He  pointed  to  reports  that  show  farmers  have  more  breeder 
turkeys  than  they  need  to  carry  out  their  stated  intentions  of  raising  5  percent 
more  turkeys  this  year  than  last.    If,  as  now  seems  likely,  they  raise  more  than 
they  intended,  they  could  run  into  marketing  troubles.    With  turkey  hatchings 
way  up  this  winter  compared  with  a  year  ago,  and  with  broiler  and  fryer  chickens 
and  pork  also  in  significantly  bigger  production,  we  could  have  a  surplus  of 
turkeys  later  this  year.    But,  as  the  Secretary  said,  farmers  still  have  time  to 
make  some  adjustments.    He  suggested  substantial  early  marketings  of  breeder  turkeyf 

Where  Do  We  Go  Prom  Here? 

You  remember  that  delicate  little  fatherless  turkey  we  were  telling  you  about 
a  good  many  months  ago?    Our  Beltsville  researchers  didn't  manage  to  keep  that 
one  long.      But  since  then  they  have  succeeded  in  growing  five  other  parthenogenetic 
turkeys  to  full  maturity.    So  far  only  one  of  those  birds,  which  hatched  from  a 
non- fertilized  egg,  has  produced  viable  spermatoza.    That  was  used  to  inseminate 
virgin  turkey  hens  artificially.    Today  the  researchers  announced  that  fatherless 
turkey  has  become  the  father  of  about  37  young  poults  which  have  never  had  a 
paternal  grandfather.    The  specialists  have  been  carrying  on  these  experiments  for 
years.    They  guarded  against  any  slipups.    They  are  sure  the  hens  were  never  mated. 
They  have  also  tested  to  make  sure  that  the  poults  did  not  develop  partheno- 
genetically  themselves,  as  their  father  did.    They  don't  venture  to  say  where  all 
this  may  lead.    These  investigations  are  part  of  a  long-range  basic  study  of 
fertility  and  hatchability.    The  findings  may  also  contribute  to  a  better  under- 
standing of  chromosomes  and  cell  growth  in  all  forms  of  life. 


Other  Developments  This  Week 

Department  dairy  scientists  report  that  in  cooperation  with  the  Washington 
Experiment  Station  they've  found  that  each  day  enough  heat  can  be  removed  from 
cooling  200  gallons  of  fresh  milk  from  the  cows  to  help  heat  the  milkroom  or 

preheat  50  gallons  of  milkroom  wash-water  economically  Our  weed  specialists 

predict  further  advances  in  developing  selective  weed  killers.    They  base  that 
prediction  on  new  knowledge  of  the  physical  and  physiological  response  of  plants 
to  chemicals.    A  number  of  new  chemicals  have  already  shown  promise  in  tests. 
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Southeast  Regional  NATRFD  Meet  in  April 

"Col."  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  Nat.  V.P.  SE  Region, 
reports  big  plans  for  the  Southeastern  Region,  NATRFD,  Convention  April  3,  h}  and 
S.    Incidentally,  Harvey  and  WSJS;  Dick  Stokes,  WMCT-TV,  Greenville;  and  Ray 
Wilkinson,  WCEC,  Rocky  Mount;  were  all  presented  awards  "by  the  N.C.  Farm  Bureau 
Federation  for  excellence  in  farm  reporting,  at  the  recent  annual  farm  press,  radio 

and  television  institute  at  Raleigh   Mike  Nelson,  V.MAG,  Norfolk,  Neb. 

reports  they  celebrated  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  with  special  programs  featuring 
interviews  and  remote  pick-ups  with  farmers  and  homemakers,  as  well  as  numerous 
announcements  from  county  agents,  leather  Bureau  personnel,  crop  improvement 

officials,  and  cooperating  newspapers,  etc  „ . .  Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  will 

lead  200  farmers  on  a  trip  through  the  midwest,  western  Canada,  and  the  north- 
western states,  leaving  June  17th.    This  will  be  Murray's  10th  annual  Farm  Tour 

 Derek  Rooke,  VJMTC,  Memphis,  reports  seeing  some  farm  clips  of  exceptional 

quality  en  TV  in  his  native  England  recently  Frank  Atwood,  OTIC,  Hartford, 

Conn,  has  become  one  of  the  first  Honorary  Directors  of  the  Hartford  County  k-R 
Fair  Association,  by  unanimous  vote  of  Board  of  Directors  at  a  recent  meeting. 

This  is  Year  of  Farm  Census 

Changes  in  farming  over  the  past  five  years  have  been  greater  than  during  any 
other  five  year  period  in  our  history.    That's  why,  the  Census  Bureau  tells  us, 
the  Census  coming  next  October  or  November  is  expected  to  prove  even  more 
important  than  usual.    Usually  it  is  the  biggest  farmer-government  co-op  under- 
taking of  each  five  year  period.    For  120  years,  farmers  have  cooperated  fully 
to  assure  maximum  accuracy  of  their  census.    Census  takers  are  under  oath  to  keep 
all  census  information  confidential.    Census  folks  suggest  that  farmers  and  their 
families  can  begin  to  help  in  this  nationwide  undertaking  now,  if  we'll  remind 
them  the  more  accurate  and  complete  their  records  are  in  every  aspect  of  each 
farm's  activities,  the  more  accurate  and  valuable  this  Census  will  be  in  determin- 
ing the  changes  since  the  latest  Census  in  '5^. 

Reports  on  Farmers  Cotton-Plan  Choice 

By  March  16  farmers  in  the  Cotton  Belt  will  have  made  their  choice  between 
Program  A  with  regular  farm  allotments  and  support  prices  at  80  percent  parity 
and  Program  B  with  up  to  kO  percent  larger  acreage  allotment  and  65  percent 
parity  price  support.    This  week  USDA's  preliminary  report,  as  of  February  20, 
showed  only  a  small  percentage  of  those  expected  to  make  their  choice  had  already 
done  so.    At  that  time  over  17,000  cotton  farmers  had  elected  the  Choice  B. 
Another  similar  report  will  be  issued  about  this  time  next  week,  and  a  final 
report  for  the  sign-up  is  scheduled  for  about  March  25.     If  a  farmer  does  not 
elect  Choice  B  program  for  his  farm  by  March  l6  the  law  requires  that  the  Choice  A 
program  shall  be  in  effect  on  his  farm. 

Wheat  Price-Support  Rates  Announced 

The  USDA  has  set  minimum  '59-crop  wheat  price-support  rates  for  terminals  and 
for  2,8^3  commercial  and  229  noncommercial  wheat -producing  counties  of  the  U.  S. 
County  rates  range  from  $2.12  to  85  cents  per  bu.  depending  on  location  and  quality. 
Varieties  of  wheat  which  mill  and  bake  badly  will  be  discounted  20  cents  a  bushel 
in  the  '59  support  program  as  they  were  in  '58.    To  get  wheat  price  support  this 
year  in  commercial  wheat-producing  counties,  farmers  will  have  to  comply  with  his 
acreage  allotment  and  eligible  to  get  a  wheat  marketing  card  on  all  other  farms  in 
the  county  in  which  he  has  an  interest.     For  details  see  your  ASC  Committee  
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Planting  Corn  with  Tape  Machines 

Some  of  you  RFDs  may  admit  having  put  corn  on  tape  -  and  even  getting  bigger 
returns  from  your  time  and  effort  that  way.    But  our  researchers  are  not  thinking 
of  that  type  of  corn.    They're  literally  considering  glueing  seed  corn  kernels  on 
tape  so  as  to  get  the  seed  planted  in  the  right  position  for  best  results.  As 
usually  planted  at  random,  three  seeds  to  a  hill,  the  leaves  grow  out  every-which- 
way  into  the  space  between  the  rows.    That  way,  about  half  the  ground  between  the 
rows  doesn't  get  good  ground  shade  and  the  sunshine  gets  through  to  rob  the  plants 
of  moisture  near  the  roots.    Leaves  naturally  develop  on  opposite  sides  of  the  " 
com  stalk  and  at  right  angles  to  the  flat  sides  of  the  seed  from  which  each  plant 
grows.    By  precisely  planting  the  seed  corn  kernels  with  points  down  and  the  flat 
sides  parallel  to  the  rows  in  their  test  plots,  USDA  and  Illinois  scientists  have 
managed  to  reduce  the  amount  of  moisture-consuming  sunshine  striking  the  ground 
by  as  much  as  nine-tenths.    They  got  yields  of  corn  from  their  oriented  plots  of 
3  to  23  bushels  more  to  the  acre  than  yields  from  random-planted  plots. 

Who  Would  Ever  Have  Thought? 

Our  AMS  Market  News  Service  in  New  York  reports  this  sociological  note.  It 
says  that  Wayne  Howell,  who  does  WRCA's  all-night  stint  from  a  night  club,  continue, 
to  incorporate  the  previous  day's  poultry  and  egg  and  fruit  and  vegetable  markets 

and  prices  at  about  5:V?  every  morning  .....Ted  Capener,  KSL,  Salt  Lake  City, 

reports  a  copper  company  which  has  sponsored  their  "This  Business  of  Farming"  for 
nine  years,  has  bought  another  15  min.  in  the  morning,  and  now  has  three  farm 
programs  a  week  at  noon  and  three  in  the  morning  to  reach  more  Utahans. 
Jack  Crowner,  WAVE-TV,  Louisville,  Pres.  of  Ky,  IFYE  Alumni  Assoc.,  asks  all 
RFDs  and  TFDs  to  make  special  effort  to  use  JgYE*s  on  radio  and  television  before, 
during,  and  after  they  have  their  International  experience.    Jack  says  he '11  be 
happy  to  help  any  of  you  locate  the  presidents  of  your  State  IFYE  Alumni  Assoc. 

New  Research  Recommended  by  Advisors 

Economics,  Livestock,  Citrus,  and  Cotton  Research  Advisory  Committees  made 
preliminary  reports  to  the  Department  here  this  week.    Better  wash-wear  cottons 
and  better  ways  to  control  boll  weevils  are  two  of  the  pressing  needs  recommended 
for  research  by  the  Cotton  Committee.    That  Committee  especially  recommended  a 
team  of  different  type  scientists,  including  soil,  plant,  chemical,  and  engineering 
experts,  to  focus  on  Cotton  Enemy  No.  1.    The  Citrus  Committee,  among  other  things, 
suggest  earlier  grapefruit  in  all  producing  areas,  earlier  oranges  in  Florida, 

arb-d  an  orange  to  fill  the  gap  between  harvests  of  California  oranges.  

The  livestock  industry  boys  want  more  research  to  cut  down  costly  livestock 
diseases,  new  knowledge  about  stock  parasites,  and  hides  more  useful  in  developing 

new  leather  products  that  resist  water  and  wear  The  Economics  advisers  suggest 

tfso  approaches  to  better  background  for  farm  programs:     (l)  Basic  research  to 
ffiearrure  the  affects  of  prices,  supply,  and  use  on  our  chief  farm  products,  and 
(2)  Research  on  probable  effects  of  alternate  farm  programs. 

Meet  on  Livestock  Feeding  Methods 

May  h,  5  and  6,  a  series  of  meetings  will  be  held  here  to  discuss  the  latest 
in  livestock  and  poultry  feeding  methods.    About  2?  European  feed  specialists  will 
cr^e  to  the  U.S.  for  the  symposium  followed  by  a  field-trip  through  the  Midwest. 
The  Soybean  Council  of  America  and  other  segments  of  the  livestock  and  feed 
industries  will  cooperate  with  the  USDA  in  sponsoring  the  get-together  as  part  of 
a  nnrket  development  program  designed  to  promote  more  use  of  U,  S.  feedstuff s  in 
Europe.. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Jules  Renaud,  R&TV,  work- shopping  in  England  last  week,  reports  something 
added  to  drama  since  Shakespeare's  day.    He  went  up  through  Stratf ord-on-Avon  to 
a  farm  to  see  the  filming  of  a  hardware  operation  on  a  cow,  for  a  BBC-TV  farm  show. 

 .Mgr.  Al  Bauer,  KBZY,  Salem,  Ore.,  reports  their  second  annual  Farni-0-Ram~ 

a  huge  success,  with  20  firms  exhibiting  and  over  3,000  farmers  and  ranchers 
attending.    A  popular  feature  this  year  was  a  big  sausage  and  pancake  feed  with 
door  prizes.    Implement  dealers  commented  this  could  be  a  nationwide  event  -  every < 

farm  community  could  sponsor  something  like  this  Hal  Ramsbottom  has  been 

named  associate  farm  director  of  KWFT >  Wichita  Falls,  Tex.    Earl  Sargent  is  farm 
director.    Welcome  aboard,  Hal.    Have  you  met  Calvin  Pigg  (WBAP,  Fort  Worth); 
Marvin  Vines  (KTHS,  Little  Rock);  Ralph  Melon  (KFEQ,  St.  Joseph)? 

Here's  the  Latest  TV  Research  Roundup 

Alice  Skelsey,  ARS,  reports  Four-Story-Four-Pix  Minute  Research  Roundups  going 
out  Monday  include:  (l)  "Times  Have  Changed"  -  on  the  Castor  Bean  Increase;  (2) 
"Cow  Cafeteria"  -  scientists'  at  Tift  on,  Ga. ,  report  cows  given  free- choice  prefer 
grass  a  la  nitrogen;  (3)  "Insects  Abroad"  -  shows  how  U.S.  foreign  aid  is  helping 
check  international  migrations  of  locusts;  "Beetle  Beware"  -  A  tip  to  homemakers 
on  protection  against  the  Jap  beetle. 

Chickens  and  Turkeys  for  Your  Tapes 

15Q39  "Fatherless  Turkey  Now  a  Father"  -  Beltsville  has  a  small  flock  of  grandpa- 
less  poults  and  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  tells  what  the  scientists  expect  to  fine' 
out  about  hatchability  and  heredity  from  this  extraordinary  development. 

TIME:  1:54 

1^0,39      "Too  Many  Turkeys  in  '59  -  Maybe"  -  Richard  Larkin,  AMS,  comments  on  the 

situation  turkey  raisers  will  face  unless  they  trim  down  their  production* 

TIME:  2:2^ 

17039      "New  Poultry  Inspection  Law"  -    Harmon  Miller,  dir.  AMS  Poultry  Division, 
tells  Layne  Beaty  how  the  job  of  administering  the  law  is  coming  along. 

TIME:  k:19 

To  Be  Collected  From  Nets  Week  March  9-lk 

"Plant  Food  Round-up"  -  The  Western  director,  Midwest  dir.,  Southeastern  dir.,  Ex. 
v.p.  and  Lou  Wilson,  all  of  National  Plant  Food  Institute  will  take  part,  in  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  at  noon,  Sat.  March  1^+.    We'll  have  our 
us'jal  USDA  Headlines  and  markets. 

"Research  Highlights"  shimmering  between  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  and  Hollis  Seavey,  CCBS, 
on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  March  lk.    These  highlights  include: 
Testing  insect  aeronauts  in  the  stratosphere.;  wash-and-wear  treatment  of  cotton; 
the  echoscope  for  measuring  fat  on  backs  of  hogs;  the  screwworm  campaign;  whole 
milk;  and  the  seed  storage  lab  at  Ft,  Collins. 

"Does  the  Far  East  Need  Our  Farm  Products?"  -  After  visiting  that  part  of  the  world, 
FAS  Admr.  Dr.  Max  Myers  comes  up  with  the  answer  on  the  American  Farmer  program 
ovp.r  ABC,  12: 30  to  1:00  EST  p.m.  Sat.  March  lk. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


March  13,  1959 
Letter  No.  863 


Spring  is  coming  slowly  up  this  way  with  ear-muffs  on.    The  Crop  Board  reports 
livestock  generally  in  good  condition  throughout  the  country  -  thanks  to  enough 
stored  feed  to  keep  up  supplemental  feeding.    Crop  reporters'  herds  were  averaging 
more  milk  per  cow  on  March  1  than  ever  before  in  all  sections  of  the  country.  Farm 
poultry  flocks  were  laying  more  eggs  than  a  year  ago.    They  laid  at  a  record  rate 
last  month.    We  here  are  all  watching  for  the  farmers  planting  intentions  report  out 
next  Wednesday.    That's  generally  the  most  significant  report  of  the  season.  Keep 
your  eye  out  for  it. 

Deadline  Monday  on  Cotton  Farmers'  Choice 

The  deadline  for  cotton  farmers  to  choose  between  the  A  and  B  allotment  plans 
is  March  lo.    Department  officials  point  out  that  the  deadline  will  not  he  extended. 
Yesterday  the  Department  reported  that  3^*03^-  farmers  had  chosen  Plan  B  which 
permits  up  to  hQ  percent  larger  acreage  with  price  support  at  65  percent  of  parity. 
Plan  A  calls  for  the  regular  allotment  supported  at  80  percent  of  parity.    Those  who 
have  not  signed  up  for  Plan  B  by  next  Monday  will  be  considered  to  have  chosen  Plan 
A. 

Dairy  Support  Prices  Announced 

Current  dollar-and-cents  support  prices  for  manufactured  milk  and  butterfat 
will  be  continued  through  the  next  marketing  year  which  begins  April  1.  Those 
prices  are  $3«06  per  cwt  for  manufactured  milk  and  56.6  cents  per  pound  for  butter- 
fat.    The  support  rates  amount  to  about  77  percent  of  both  the  parity  equivalent 
price  for  manufactured  milk  and  the  parity  price  of  butterfat.    In  making  the 
announcement,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  pointed  out  that  the  law  requires  him 
to  set  price  supports  to  "assure  an  adequate  supply".    He  stated  that  last  year 
milk  production  was  down  some  700  million  pounds ,  and  cow  numbers  less  than  the 
year  before  by  2.8  percent.    Milk-  cow  numbers  are  expected  to  go  down  still  further 
in  '59.    With  production  going  down  and  population  on  the  increase,  the  Secretary 
decided  that  to  assure  an  adequate  supply,  he  would  maintain  supports  as  last  year. 
He  declared  intention  to  continue  to  help  the  dairy  industry  in  every  sound  way  to 
expand  markets,  reduce  costs  and  help  build  it  on  a  firmer  foundation. 

Tree  Planting  on  the  Up  and  Up;    It  has  doubled  in  the  past  five  years.    The  Forest 
Service  attributes  the  increase  to  a  growing  interest  in  tree  planting  by  private 
landowners,  and  tree  nursery  expansion.    Nurseries  have  been  hard  put  to  supply 
the  trees  wanted.    State  Foresters,  industry  and  commercial  operators  have  all 
expanded  nursery  capacities  to  meet  the  increasing  need.    The  foresters  also  note 
a  big  boost  in  the  direct  sowing  of  tree  seed  by  hand  and  from  the  air. 
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Silver  Anniversary  of  Production  Credit 

As  Gov.  Tootell,  FCA,  has  said,,  "Survival  in  the  agriculture  of  tomorrow  will 
hinge  largely  upon  the  individual  farmer's  ability  as  a  manager  and  whether  he  has 
enough  of  the  right  kind  of  credit."    Production  Credit  Associations  will  hold 
their  25th  anniversary  convention  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  March  21.    Farm  Credit 
officials  expect  farmers  credit  needs  will  come  in  for  considerable  discussion  at 
that  meeting.    The  interest  is  nation-wide.    Some  of  you  may  want  to  bend  an  ear 
to  that  discussion. 

Why  Broilers  Flourish  in  South 

Ed  Karpoff,  AMS,  in  the  March  "Agricultural  Situation",  analyzes  the  reasons 
the  broiler  business  took  hold  when  and  where  it  did.     He  finds  production  costs 
largely  responsible,  but  says  some  of  the  credit  must  go  to  personality  and  personal 
choice  of  the  folks  who  had  a  first-hand  in  the  development.    He  notes  that  contract 
broiler  growing  had  its  most  enthusiastic  acceptance  where  there  was  need  for  income 
and  employment  for  surplus  farm  population.    Around  Chesapeake  Bay,  broilers  were 
accepted  when  profits  from  egg  production  and  from  vegetable  crops  were  failing. 
In  northern  Arkansas,  broilers  were  introduced  when  peaches  were  on  the  down-grade. 
Returns  from  cotton  farming  were  unsatisfactory  in  north  Georgia  when  the  broiler 
industry  gained  its  toehold  there.    Karpoff  points  out  that  broiler  production  in 
the  last  fevr  years  has  expanded  most  rapidly  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi. 
He  figures  that  last  year  the  composite  farm  wage  rate  in  those  States  was  50  cents 
an  hour  or  less  compared  with  the  average  of  75  cents  for  the  whole  U.S.    He  says, 
however,  that  this  idea  of  development  where  poultry  can  be  produced  most  cheaply 
has  to  be  balanced  against  an  understanding  of  the  ultimate  market  where  prices 
are  made.    Why  the  broiler  business  developed  in  Georgia  earlier  than  in  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  he  explained,  may  be  partly  traced  to  the  missionary  work  of  some 
dynamic  personality. 

Revolution  in  Maple  Sugar  Industry 

(For  release  P.M.  March  18)    USDA  researchers  report  that  plastic  tubing  and 
central  evaporator  houses  are  revolutionizing  the  maple  sugar  industry.    The  tubing 
takes  the  place  of  the  old  sap  bucket  -  and  the  labor  of  collecting  the  sap  bucket- 
by-bucket,  and  the  central  evaporator  house  serves  an  entire  community  and  does 
away  with  the  need  for  each  farmer  to  own  and  operate  evaporating  equipment.  A 
network  of  plastic  tubing  conveys  the  sap  from  each  tree  taphole  to  a  storage  tank. 
The  Department  scientists  are  working  with  the  industry  helping  farmers  solve  the 
problems  in  using  plastic  tubing  and  working  with  central  evaporating  houses  to 
develop  the  best  ways  of  handling  large  quantities  of  sap.    They  claim  these 
advances  are  encouraging  farmers  to  boost  their  incomes.     Notice :     If  you  want  a 
tape  recording  of  this  story  as  told  to  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  by  Dr.  Charles  Willets 
of  our  Eastern  Lab.,  send  in  your  blank  tape,  and  we  will  gladly  dub  you  a  copy. 
The  tape  runs  5  rain.  22  sec.    Order  by  No.  21Q39. 

Southeast  Crops  May  Lack  Sulphur 

Twelve  Southern  States,  TVA,  and  USDA  have  reported  the  results  of  a  research 
survey  of  the  sulphur  in  the  air  and  rainwater  as  related  to  crop  needs.    From  what 
they  find,  they  warn  that  a  planned  program  to  add  sulphur  in  fertilizer  is  needed 
in  the  Southeast.    They  say  clover,  alfalfa,  and  cotton  commonly  grown  need  from  15 
to  25  pounds  of  sulphur  for  normal  production.     Corn  and  grasses  require  10  pounds 
or  less.    But  they  find  soils  in  the  Southeast  are  getting  less  than  6  pounds. 
Good  soil  management  indicates  farmers  can't  afford  to  depend  on  the  little  sulphur 
they're  likely  to  get  from  the  air  by  way  of  rainfall. 
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New  Step  in  Cheese  Mechanization 

The  Department  this  week  announced  the  latest  in  a  series  of  steps  our  Eastern 
Research  Laboratory  has  taken  toward  mechanizing  the  making  of  Cheddar  cheese.  The 
Lab  scientists  claim  they  can  make  cheese  by  their  method  with  about  half  the 
costly  labor  needed  in  making  this  cheese  in  the  usual  way.    What's  more  their  cheese 
has  the  typical  Cheddar  flavor,  few  holes,  and  a  firm  pliant  body.     Instead  of 
draining  the  whey  from  the  curd,  cutting  the  curd  into  big  slabs ,  and  turning  those 
slabs  for  two  hours  or  more,  they  just  pump  the  mixture  of  curd  and  whey  from  the 
cooking  vat  into  a  smaller  vat  with  a  perforated,  stainless  steel  form  lined  with 
cheesecloth.    They  they  fold  the  cheesecloth  over  the  curd,  put  a  weighted  perfora- 
ted plate  on  top  of  the  cheesecloth  and  leave  the  curd  to  mat  for  two  hours,  without 
any  turning.    When  the  whey  drains  off,  they  then  take  the  big  curd  block  from  the 
form  and  cut  it  into  slabs  for  milling.    From  there  on,  they  follow  the  usual  methods 
but  they've  already  by-passed  the  procedures  which  take  most  of  the  work. 

Watch  Cattle  Trends  Carefully 

Cattle  numbers  in  this  country  will  almost  certainly  increase  further  this  year. 
Our  livestock  economists  figure  the  cattle  inventory  next  January  will  be  a  new  high. 
They  don't  expect  that  expansion  to  cause  any  big  change  in  cattle  prices  for  the 
next  year  or  two.    Marketings  are  not  likely  to  increase  much  during  that  time, 
because  more  heifers  and  heifer  calves  than  a  year  ago  are  likely  to  be  kept  for 
breeding,  and  many  steer  calves  will  be  held  for  next  year.    But  they  hold  over- 
expansion  is  possible  for  the  longer  future.    They  suggest  it  may  prove  important 
to  watch  cattle  trends  carefully  the  next  two  years.    They  note  that  since  last 
July  farmers  have  reduced  cow  slaughter  sharply.    It  looks  as  if  they're  making 
considerable  effort  to  build  up  herds.    If  they  continue  to  hold  back  at  this  rate, 
we  could  get  over-expansion  of  cattle  herds. 

Plan  to  Speed  Timber  Growth 

The  U.S.  Forest  Service  Chief  McArdle,  says  we'll  need  about  twice  as  much 
sawtimber  forty  years  from  now,  if  every  citizen  is  to  have  the  same  abundance  of 
forest  products  we  have  today.    What's  more,  he    figures  we'll  need  to  boost  the 
timber  growth  on  small  forests.    To  that  end,  Forest  Service  has  been  holding  a 
series  of  2k  small  forest  ownership  meetings  throughout  the  country  to  get  the 
grass-roots  recommendations  of  the  people  most  concerned.    The  last  of  those 
meetings  was  held  last  week  at  Nashville,  Term.    Now  the  Forest  Service  specialists 
are  analyzing  the  volumes  of  transcripts  taken  at  those  meetings.    They  plan  to 
consider  all  proposals  and  recommendations  involved,  in  the  discussions  which  ranged 
over  the  tax  situation,  markets  for  forest  products,  standing  timber  as  collateral 
for  bank  loans,  forest  insurance  needs,  the  strong  and  weak  points  of  the  going 
forestry  programs.    The  meetings  also  considered  forest  cooperatives,  needs  for 
forest  research,  and  forestry  information,  education  and  demonstration.    At  the 
meeting  were  farmers,  bankers,  lawyers,  school  teachers,  housewives,  forest  industry 
men,  timber  operators,  legislators,  representatives  of  labor,  conservation  associa- 
tions, public  agencies,  and  others.    About  half  actually  owned  small  forests.  From 
that  advice  and  counsel  the  foresters  hope  to  come  up  with  a  plan  of  action  to 
increase  the  productivity  of  small  forests. 

More  Pork  in  Diet  for  '59 

AMS  economists  have  forecast  production  of  eight  percent  more  meat  this  year 
than  last.    Use  per  person  may  go  up  about  seven  pounds,  from  1J?1  pounds  last  year 
to  158  this  year.    Nearly  all  the  increase  will  be  in  pork.    However,  the  rise  this 
year  leaves  us  well  below  the  peak  of  167  pounds  of  meat  per  person  we  used  three 
years  ago. 
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Stereophonic  Swan  Song  by  Adams 

Before  retiring  from  broadcasting  to  do  full  time  in  farm  real  estate  -work, 
Bill  Adams ,  West  Coast  free-lance  farm  broadcaster,  is  taking  one  last  fling  with 
a  new  program  series  of  17  weeks  for  stereophonic  broadcast  over  a  dozen  or  so 

radio  stations  in  California  and  Oregon  Jack  Tompkins,  KCMC, 

Texarkana,  is  lining  up  sponsors  for  a  weekday  morning  farm  show,  and  Les  Eugene, 
KCMC-TV,  has  taken  over  Jack's  noontime  Farm  Digest  while  he's  away.    As  program 
director,  evening  newscaster,  etc.  Les  is  an  old  hand  at  radio  and  TV  -  but  is  now 
having  to  draw  on  his  first  21  years  as  a  Minnesota  farm  boy,  and  his  speaking 

experience  in  k-E  and  FFA  days  Bell  System's  "Unchained  Goddess"  is 

scheduled  to  come  tearing  through  the  TV  again,  Sunday,  March  22.     See  local 

listings  for  time  And  the  Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America  meets 

in  convention  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.  August  26-29.     On  that  first  day  at  that  place, 
the  new  soil  conservation  U.S.  U-cent  postage  stamp  goes  on  sale  for  the  first  time. 

Spring  from  the  Nets  March  16-21 

"Farmers'  Spring  Intentions  to  Plant"  -  Most  significant  survey  of  the  season,  by 
the  U.S.  Crop  Reporting  Board,  on  the  American  Farmer  program  of  ABC,  12:30  to 
1  p.m.  Sat.  March  21. 

"Farming  in  Alaska  Today"  -  Joe  Tonkin,  Ext.,  interviews  young  Alaskan  homesteader, 
Joe  Lawlor,  formerly  of  Route  1,  Durant,  Iowa,  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
over  NBC  at  noon,  Sat.  March  21. 

"Developing  Foreign  Markets"  -  as  seen  by  Dr.  Max  Myers,  FAS;  David  Hume,  FAS;  et 
al.  during  the  March  21  weekend  over  the  Clear  Channel  stations. 

These  Are  For  Your  Tapes: 

18Q39      "Does  the  Far  East  Need  our  Farm  Products?"  -  Adm'r  Max  Myers  of  FAS,  just 

back  from  meetings  with  our  Ag.  Attaches  abroad,  gives  the  answer. TIME: 1: Ok 

19039      "Screwworm  Campaign  in  Southeast  Looks  Encouraging"  -  to  Dr.  Robert  Sharman, 
head  of  the  eradication  work  for  USDA's  ARS.  TIME:   : 5k 

9A39        "Dairy  Record- Keeping  Pays"  -  and  the  records  show  it  to  Dr.  Frank  Kendrick, 
Head  of  DHIA  in  USDA.     He  tells  why,  mentions  the  three  plans  now  in  use, 
and  points  out  where  to  get  all  the  facts.  TLME:2:UU 

20Q39      "Putting  Warm  Milk  to  Work"  -  Harold  Garrett,  R&TV  Ed.,  Washington  State 

College,  interviews  USDA  dairy  scientist  about  his  work  there,  using  warmth. 

TIME:U:08 

Market  News  on  Radio  and  TV:     See  the  enclosure  with  this  Letter.     1,472  out  of 
1>977  radio  stations  and  165  of  3^7  TV  stations  replying  to  the  AMS  survey  indicated 

they  feature  market  news  -  most  of  them  daily  Spring  Cleanup  Week,  1959 

is  starting  on  its  swing  North  with  its  slogan  "Don't  Give  Fire  a  Place  to  Start". 
Ext.  USDA,  cooperating  with  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association,  suggests  we 
encourage  fire  companies,  farmers  organizations,  youth  organizations,  and  the  press, 
radio  and  TV  to  strengthen  the  fire  safety  line  in  * 59»     Last  year  fire  destroyed 
$152  million  in  farm  property,  besides  taking  the  lives  of  6,000  farm  and  city 
people.     Yours,  to  help  keep  down  the  damage, 

Sincerely, 


/ 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 

P.S.     "Think  Big  and  Work  Hard"  is  the  theme  for  the  SE  Regional  '59  NATRFD  conven- 
tion at  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  April  3~5-     You  are  invited,  says  Colonel  Harvey 
Dinkins  (WSJS). 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster; 


March  20,  1959 
Letter  No.  86^ 


Some  of  you  may  have  seen  Chief  Beaty  since  we  have.    He  was  out  at  the 

annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters  in  Chicago  earlier 

this  week.     Since  then,  he  has  teen  checking  around  with  some  of  the  farm  broad- 
casters in  the  mid- west.    He'll  "be  hack  with  us  next  week. 

Farmers'  Early  Spring  Planting  Plans 

Meantime,  the  Crop  Reporting  Beard  is  out  with  its  important  intentions-to- 
plant  report  to  help  growers  make  any  further  changes  in  their  plans  as  may  seem 
desirable  -  now  that  they  know  how  farmers'  plans,  as  of  the  first  of  this  month, 
stack  up  generally.    Judging  by  those  intentions,  the  Board  figures  corn  acreage 
may  amount  to  over  nine  million  more  acres  than  last  year.    If  so,  it  will  be  the 
largest  planted  corn  acreage  in  ten  years.    Farmers'  intentions  for  planting  oats, 
soybeans,  sorghums,  and  cutting  tame  hay  show  substantial  reductions  from  last 
year.    Total  feed  grain  acreage  may  be  nearly  5  percent  above  last  year,  and  food 
grain  acreage  probably  about  3  percent  more.    The  acreage  in  hay  seems  likely  to 
be  the  lowest  harvested  in  20  years.    Even  so,  with  a  good  growing  season,  the 
prospective  acreage  could  yield  plenty  for  the  increased  number  of  livestock 
farmers  will  have.     Soybean  acreage  seems  likely  to  drop  about  7  percent  below 
last  year's  record  high.    As  the  Board  puts  it  "The  golden  luster  of  the  soybean 
has  been  at  least  temporarily  dulled  in  the  eyes  of  many  soybean  growers" --after 
nine  years  of  successive  expansion. 

Moisture  Prospects  Look  Good 

Winter  wheat  survival  seems  generally  good  to  date,  so  there  won't  be  as  much 
winter  acreage  available  for  spring  planting  as  in  some  years.    Surface  soil 
moisture  is  favorable  for  planting  in  the  central  Great  Plains,  and  normal  spring 
rain  seemed  likely  the  first  of  the  month  to  provide  enough  moisture  for  land 
preparation  and  seed  germination  in  the  drier  northern  and  southern  parts.  From 
the  Mississippi  Valley  eastward  to  the  Atlantic,  soils  hold  enough  to  abundant 
early  moisture  supplies,  but  irrigation  supplies  direct  from  stream  flow  may  be 
short  due  to  the  light  mountain  snowpack. 

Corn  Belt  Spring  Sows  Up  Ten  Percent:    Compared  with  last  year,  the  Board  reports 
sows  farrowed  and  intended  to  farrow  may  run  10  percent  more  than  last  spring,  but 
1  percent  less  than  average,  in  the  nine  Corn  Belt  States  which  account  for 
two- thirds  of  the  U.S.  pig  crop.    Dec. -Feb.  farrowings  were  up  12  percent.  March- 
May  intended  farrowings  are  up  9  percent.    June- Aug.  intentions  also  up  9  percent. 
There  were  a  total  of  37^30,000  head  of  hogs  and  pigs  on  farms  the  first  of  March 
in  those  nine  States,  or  12  percent  more  than  a  year  ago.    This  confirms  previous 
predictions  of  more  than  enough  pigs  likely  next  fall. 
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Return  of  the  (3rd  Remove)  Native 

Jules  Renaud,  R&TV,  who  last  month  went  as  a  guest  of  the  International 
Cooperaticn  Administration  to  take  part  in  an  international  Farm  TV  Workshop 
in  Birmingham,  England  and  to  confer  with  other  farm  broadcasters  on  the  Continent , 
got  back  last  Friday.    He  reports  some  interesting  developments  in  farm  programs 
'over  there'.    In  Shuttling  between  London,  Paris,  Bonn,  and  Rome,  he  managed  to 
stop  off  in  Rolle,  Switzerland,  ancestral  home-town  of  his  grandfather,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  Rolle.    There  they  opened  up  the  wine  cellar  and  really 
celebrated  Jules  return,  as  a  native  three -degrees  removed. 

Farm  Workshopping  in  Old  England 

At  the  seven  day  Workshop,  in  Birmingham,  Jules  presented  a  paper  on  the 
"Impact  of  Television  on  the  Farm  Audience  in  the  United  States."    This  was 
the  first  Television  Workshop  sponsored  by  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Technical 
Information  Service  (FATIS)  and  was  held  in  the  Midland  TV  studios  of  the 
British  Broadcasting  Corporation.    As  guests  of  BBC  and  FATIS,  the  Workshoppers, 
representing  India,  Australia,  Canada  and  the  U.  S.  as  well  as  Ik  European 
countries,  visited  typical  farms  used  by  BBC  for  film  clips  for  its  weekly  farm 
program  every  Sunday  at  2  P.M.    Along  with  the  film  of  that  operation  on  a 
hardware  cow,  we  mentioned  last  week,  BBC  showed  the  hardware  and  the  fully 
recovered  cow  in  the  studio  on  March  3«    Britain's  commercial  TV  set-up,  the 
ITA  or  Independent  Television  Authority  of  UK,  was  represented  at  the  meeting. 
Jules  reports  ITA  makes  a  "live"  remote  pick-up  from  a  different  farm  on  its 
program  each  Sunday,  and  also  uses  a  great  many  kine  or  tapes  of  American  TV 
programs.    TV  commercials  are  always  concentrated  in  one  five  minute  period  in 
each  hour,  and  carry  no  program  identification.    At  the  meeting  and  in  other 
countries  Jules  visited,  the  8-second  humorous  coffee  commercials  widely  shown 
in  this  country  -  samples  of  which  Jules  carried  with  him  made  a  big  hit. 

Gardening  for  Gardeners  in  London 

In  London,  Jules  watched  Harry  Hunt,  BBC,  direct  his  weekly  farm  radio 
program,  aimed  specifically  at  the  farm  audience.    It  included  a  news  commentary 
by  a  representative  of  the  Farmers '  Union,  a  talk  on  bulk  handling  of  grain  by  a 
farm  equipment  representative,  and  a  talk  on  the  solids -not -fat  problems  facing 
the  dairy  farmer,  by  a  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.     Jules  also 
noted  that  80  year  old  Fred  Streeter's  ten  minute  gardening  talk  on  the  Home 
Service  program  was  aimed  strictly  at  gardeners . 

Lorelei  Now  Sings  Farm  Resettlement 

In  Paris,  Jules  watched  the  kinescoping  of  the  first  interview  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  by  a  panel  made  up  of  a  farmer  and  his  wife  and  France's 
top  quiz  expert,  Pierre  Sabbaugh.     In  Cologne,  he  found  RFD  Al  Winter  doing  an 
American  type  farm  radio  program,  with  markets,  news  interviews,  etc.    Down  the 
Rhine,  near  where  the  Lorelei  used  to  charm  the  boat-boys  to  their  destruction, 
he  visited  one  of  the  farm  resettlement  projects  visited  by  Under  Secretary  Morse 
last  year. 

Doing  As  Italians  Do  in  Rome:     Jules  watched  Prof.  Renato  Vertunni  rehearse  and 
air  his  weekly  ^5  min.  farm  program  seen  on  every  TV  set  in  Italy.    He  found  the 
Prof.,  with  attractive  girls  as  announcers,  features  farm  news  film  clips, 
explains  several  ancient  proverbs  with  cartoons  on  each  program,  and  uses 
classical  music  as  background  throughout  the  program. 


Deadline  on  Humane  Slaughter 
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The  deadline  for  the  slaughtering  industry  to  convert  to  the  approved  methods 
of  humane  slaughter  is  about  15  months  from  now,  June  30*  19^0 .    After  that  date 
it  will  "be  the  responsibility  of  each  supplier  to  certify  that  the  meat  products 
from  slaughtered  animals  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law.    Yesterday  in  Los 
Angeles,  Ass't  Adm'r  C.  D.  Van  Houweling,  ARS,  described  the  new  methods  and  told 
a  meeting  of  the  Western  States'  Meat  Packers  Ass'n  that  the  meat  packing  industry 
has  been  wholeheartedly  receptive  to  accepting  their  responsibilities  under  the 
Humane  Slaughter  Act.    The  Department  feels  that  the  integrity  of  the  industry 
affords  its  own  enforcement.    Under  the  Act,  the  Sec'y  of  Agriculture  is  directed 
to  foster  research  to  develop  humane  ways  of  handling  and  killing  the  animals. 
This  the  Department  will  continue  to  do. 

Technological  Revolution  Rolls  Ahead 

At  the  Awards  Banquet  of  the  Michigan  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Owosso, 
Mich.,  last  night,  Under  Secretary  of  Agriculture  True  Morse  declared  there  has 
been  more  farm  progress  in  the  past  50  years  than  in  all  prior  recorded  history. 
He  predicted  this  terrific  surge  forward  will  continue.    He  pointed  out  that 
commercial  family  farms,  which  make  up  less  than  half  of  all  farms  in  the  country, 
produce  90  percent  of  all  farm  products  marketed.    These  two  million  larger 
commercial  farms  and  ranches  have  made  tremendous  progress.    On  the  other  hand, 
two  and  three-quarter  small-scale,  part-time,  and  residential  farms  produce  only 
about  10  percent  of  the  products  marketed.    The  Under  Secretary  expects  these  two 
groups  of  family  farms  to  become  more  distinctly  different  in  the  future.    He  sees 
a  new  rural  America  emerging  fast;  with  areas  adapted  to  commercial  farming  becom- 
ing more  efficient  and  productive.    He  says  it  is  good  to  have  families  living  on 
the  land,  if  there  are  adequate  employment  and  sources  of  income.    He  foresees 
great  new  achievements  for  the  future  of  this  group  coming  from  total  rural  or 
resource  development. 

Terrific  Growth  in  Visual  Tape  Use 

Our  correspondent  in  the  field,  Chief  Beaty,  has  just  reported  by  wire  a  very 
interesting  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters  in  Chicago,  and 
promises  to  give  us  more  information  when  he  gets  back,  on  the  meeting  and  his 
talks  with  the  RFDs  on  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids  and  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.    He  says  there 
was  quite  a  bit  of  NAB  discussion  on  editorializing  on  the  news.  Editorializing 
has  increased  considerably.    Layne  also  discovered  an  amazing  growth  in  the  use  of 
visual  tape  on  individual  stations. 

Missouri  ^-H'ers  Operate  Station  for  Day 

Ext.  Info.  Chief  Ralph  Fulghum  says  that  during  k-E  Club  Week,  Jefferson 
County,  Mo.,  ^-H'ers  took  over  radio  station  KJCF  and  ran  it  for  a  full  day. 
Ninety-one  of  them,  working  in  shifts  of  12,  read  the  news,  commercials,  and 
introduced  the  records.    Club  Prexies  acted  as  station  directors,  and  throughout 
the  day  the  group  under  station  guidance,  read  h-E  messages  and  kept  the  public 
informed  on  what  was  going  on.    KJCF  Mgr.  Donald  Donze  says  the  *i-H'ers  not  only 
did  a  good  job,  club  members  enjoyed  it,  sponsors  were  happy,  and  everybody  in 
the  community  seemed  to  like  the  idea.    Mgr.  Donze  says  he'll  be  happy  to  tell 
anyone  interested  just  how  they  set  up  this  successful  sample  of  public  service 

programming  Vermont  Ext.  TV  specialist,  Mrs.  Karin  Kristiansson, 

reports  they  now  know  they're  reaching  a  large  number  of  farmers.    They  formally 
enrolled  2,069  Vt.  dairy  farmers  for  their  "TV  Dairy  Days"  farm  school  on  the 
Ext.  TV  program  "Across  the  Fence".    Main  response:     "More"  and  "Again". 


Globe-Gird ler  to  Easter  in  Australia 


John  McDonald,  WSM,  Nashville,  and  his  wife  Evelyn,  left  Friday  the  13th  for 
a  trip  around  the  world.    John  will  serve  as  honorary  judge  of  Australia's 
Royal  Easter  Show  and  spend  a  week  seeing  agriculture  "down  under"  under  guidance 
of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Company's  John  Douglass.     Other  stops  will  include 
Hawaii,  Fiji  Islands,  India,  Pakistan,  Egypt,  Greece,  Italy  and  England.  The 
McDonalds,  long  handy  with  tape  recorders  and  cameras,  will  tape  and  film  material 
for  broadcasts,  concentrating  on  agriculture  and  local  manner  of  living.  Clear 
Channel  stations  will  carry  some  of  John's  tapes „     John  said  the  day  he  left  that 
he  had  probably  taped  250  recordings  for  use  on  WSM  the  month  he's  away.    He  and 
Evelyn  led  a  group  of  farmers  to  Europe  a  few  years  ago. 

Easter  Reminders  in  Research  Roundup 

In  USDA's  TV  Research  Roundup  going  out  today,  Alice  Skelsey  will  present 
these  four:  (l)  "Pure  Unadulterated  Ham"  -  telling  what  happens  to  Easter  ham 
before  you  buy  itj  (2)  "Time-Table  for  Lillies"  -  telling  why  they  bloom  on 
schedule;  (3)  "Rain  or  Shine  -  It  Is  Cotton  for  the  Easter  Parade"  -  styles  in 
raincoats  and  Sunday  dresses j  "Big  News  on  Ewes"  -  Researchers  report  the  more 
mother  weighs  the  more  her  lambs  weigh.     [bne-Minute  Views) 

Hams  Bounce  into  the  Nets  Too 

"Easter  Hams"-  with  Dr.  Clarence  Pals,  meat  inspection  service,  ARS,  telling  how 
they  get  that  way,  on  the  American  Farmer  program,  12:30  to  1  P.M.  Sat.  March  28, 
over  the  ABC  network. 

"Easter  Music  and  Special  Easter  Features"  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  at 
Noon,  Sat.  March  28,  over  NBC. 

"The  Milk  Marketing  Order"  -  Its  Purpose  and  How  It  Serves  -  outlined  by  Howard 
Federson,  AMS,  and  Hollis  Seavey,  on  the  Clear  Channel  Stations,  weekend  of 
March  28. 

Mon.  thru  Fri.  "Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  12:05  (noon)  on  Mutual  Broadcasting 
System  net. 


Spring  Topics  to  Dub  to  Your  Tapes 


21039       "Research  on  Maple  Syrup  Harvest"  -  Dr.  Charles  Willets,  in  charge  of 
maple  research  at  our  Eastern  Lab.  talks  with  ARS  Howard  Hass  about 
the  new  ideas  in  gathering  maple  sap.    They're  revolutionary.'  TIME:  3:50 

22Q39        "Controlling  Fire  from  the  Air"  -  Merle  Lowden,  who  heads  fire  control 

for  the  Forest  Service,  comments  on  the  results.  TIME:  1:1*0 

23Q39        "What  Will  Farmers  Plant  This  Year?"  -  Bert  Newell,  Chairman  of  the 
Crop  Reporting  Board,  gives  Jack  Towers,  R&TV,  the  highlights  of  the 
March  Intentions-to-Plant  Report,  which  was  issued  March  18. 

TIME-  h-hQ 

Back  from  Above  the  Arctic  Circle 

Joe  Tonkin,  Ext  R&TV,  is  just  back  from  Alaska,  where  he  has  been  getting  some 
first-hand  information  on  homesteading  in  the  new  State,  as  well  as  on  radio  and 
TV.    He  found  costs  of  farming  high  up  there,  and  the  District  Extension  Agent 
suggested  that  it  would  pay  folks  to  make  a  trip  up  there  to  investigate  conditions 
before  they  decide  to  settle.    While  in  Alaska,  Joe  flew  up  to  Nome  and  Kotzebue, 
north  of  the  Circle.    He  says  the  Eskimos  are  the  most  cheerful  and  out-going 
people  he  has  ever  seen.    They've  never  met  a  stranger.    But  more  from  Joe  later. 

Sincerely, 

r^(>  ?  A  y 


C.  A.  Herndon,  Radio  &  TV  Service 


RFO  LETTER 

TO     3  jgcg      /  MLl 

Radio  Farm  Directors  W*. 

From  - 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  27,  1959 
Letter  No.  865 


The  most  comprehensive  news  we !ve  noted  here  since  we  got  hack  from  the  big 
broadcasters  meeting  in  Chicago,  is  the  plan  for  further  development  of  our 
National  Forest  resources.    Although  tree  planting  has  doubled,  forest  fires 
reduced,  and  the  harvest  of  timber  has  reached  new  records,  Secretary  Eenson 
sees  a  clear  need  for  a  still  broader  program.    Early  this  week,  he  outlined 
what  this  will  mean  in  terms  of  timber,  water,  recreation,  range,  and  wildlife. 

National  Forest  Resources  Program 

As  outlined,  that  plan  would  increase  the  annual  cut  of  timber,  from  the 
l8l  million  acres  of  national- forest  lands  in  39  states  and  Puerto  Rico,  from 
the  record  of  7  billion  board  feet,  set  year  before  last,  to  11  billion  board 
feet  a  year  by  the  end  of  the  next  ten  years.    Of  special  significance  to  the 
West;  where  national  forests  are  a  chief  source  of  water  for  1,800  towns  and 
cities,  and  for  most  irrigated  farm  lands  and  for  hydro-electric  developments; 
the  program  calls  for  more  intensive  management  of  national-forest  watersheds  to 
hold  soil  and  water  and  boost  the  regular  flow  of  water.    Last  year  more  than 
68§-  million  outdoor  recreationists  visited  the  national  forests,  and  that  record- 
heavy  demand  for  recreational  facilities  is  expected  to  increase ;  so  the  program 
calls  for  building  more  camp  and  picnic  areas.    As  the  national  forests  make 
up  one  of  the  Nation's  largest  and  best  unposted  areas  for  hunting  and  fishing, 
the  program  contemplates  improving  food  and  cover  for  wildlife  and  developing 
openings,  food  patches,  and  game  walkways  in  dense  forest  stands;  and  increasing 
fish  capacity  of  lakes  and  streams.    The  plan  also  envisions  fuller  development 
of  national- forest  grazing  lands  by  large-scale  reseeding  of  grasses  on  depleted 
ranges,  control  of  poisonous  plants,  and  building  fences  and  water  facilities. 

Helping  Hand  to  Hungry  Haitians 

As  a  result  of  widespread  drought  and  apparent  failure  of  the  coffee  crop, 
many  people  in  Haiti  need  food.    Today  USDA  reported  that  it  is  shipping  nearly 
seven  million  pounds  of  food  to  Haiti  this  year,  through  its  Direct  Distribution 
Program,  to  aid  about  100,000  needy  persons  in  Haiti,  in  schools,  institutions, 
and  in  families.    Enough  U.S.  donated  supplies  of  rice,  flour,  corn  meal  and 
dry  milk  is  reported  available  in  Haiti  to  meet  immediate  needs.    ICA  repre- 
sentatives in  Haiti  are  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  situation.    If  more  is 
needed,  more  food  may  be  made  available.    Foods  are  distributed  to  the  needy  in 
foreign  countries  through  some  20  voluntary  U.S.  church  and  welfare  organiza- 
tions in  8k  countries.    Two  of  these  agencies,  the  Catholic  Relief  Services  and 
Church  World  Service,  distribute  food  in  Haiti. 
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With  the  NAB  in  Chicago 

Cn  one  of  the  panel  discussions  at  the  37th  annual  convention  of  the  Nat'l 
Ass'n  of  B 1  casters  in  Chicago  last  week,  an  ad  agency  man,  in  telling  things 
stations  can  do  to  make  impressions  on  station  reps  and  sponsors,  said  one  is  to 
report  their  various  activities.    He  mentioned  specifically  the  semi-monthly 
reports  on  the  speeches,  travels,  special  broadcasts,  etc.,  of  its  two  farm 
broadcasters  which  he  received  regularly  from  one  station.    Though  no  session 
devoted  itself  specifically  to  farm  broadcasting,  there  were  several  spontaneous 
endorsements  of  farm  broadcasting  during  the  sessions.    Maynard  Speece,  WCCO, 
Minneapolis,  President  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Tel.  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  sat  at 
the  head  table  at  one  NAB  convention  luncheon  and  was  introduced. 

While  many  radio  stations  have  revised  programming  drastically  in  recent 
months  to  compete  for  metropolitan  area  ratings,  and  it  is  generally  accepted  that 
rural  and  urban  people  like  the  same  general  kind  of  entertainment,  are  interested 
in  the  same  general  news,  most  station  managers  agree  that  there  is  a  special  need 
for  certain  broadcasting  services  to  farm  and  ranch  people  which  also  has  a  strong 
secondary  interest  among  town  folks. 

Registration  at  the  convention  was  2,k00  including  1,897  management  people 
and  503  engineers.    We  met  many  of  our  old  friends  from  around  the  country  and 
particularly  the  southwest. 

President  Eisenhower  paid  tribute  to  NAB  members  for  their  "broad  and 
responsible  leadership"  which  exerts  "a  profound  influence  upon  the  minds  of 
American  citizens." 

NAB  president  Harold  E.  Fellows  told  the  convention  that  "most  of  the 
conflicts  that  besiege  us  now  in  broadcasting  are  born  of  many  precedents.*  *  * 
We  have  had  all  of  these  conflicts  before,  at  some  time  in  the  history  of  this 
industry ' s  growth . " 

The  entire  Federal  Communications  Commission  sat  as  a  panel  and  answered 
questions  from  the  floor.     Opinion  on  the  FCC  differed  as  to  degree  of  control 
which  should  be  exercised  over  the  programming  balance  on  a  given  station;  much 
discussion  involved  the  issue  of  granting  "equal  time"  to  opposing  political 
parties  and  candidates  and  in  allocation  of  TV  channels.     In  the  exhibit  hall, 
with  twelve  million  dollar's  worth  of  electronic  equipment  on  display,  our 
attention  focused  on  video-tape  recorders,  with  new  models  out  now  and  TV  stations 
fast  getting  equipped,  many  farm  telecasters  already  are  making  use  of 
their  stations'  video-tapes. 

Chicago,  Cedar  Rapids  and  St.  Joe 

We  made  short  stops  at  the  work  places  of  some  of  our  friends  in  Chicago. 
John  Baker,  AMS  area  marktg  chief,  was  away,  but  Paul  Ostendorf  and  staff  filled 
us  in  on  the  upcoming  AAACE  marketing  info,  workshop.    We  looked  in  on  Tom  Vannier 
at  the  111. Ag. Ass'n  radio  service;  sneaked  into  WIS  to  see  Harold  Safford,  Bill 
Mason  and  Ray  Watson,  and  managed  to  get  on  the  long  famous  "Dinner  Bell"  program 
for  a  brief  chat  with  Bill  and  Harold.     Caught  up  with  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  just  after 
he  finished  B' casting  from  the  Am.  Dairy  Ass'n  luncheon.     looked  in  on  George 
Menard,  WBBM,  videotaping  a  kid  show  for  Sunday  a.m.  broadcast.    George  was  guest  on 
the  show  along  with  a  selection  of  farm  animals  -  all  friends  of  his. 

We  had  one  session  with  NATRFD  Prexy  Speece,  his  boss  Larry  Haeg  (1st  prexy), 
Sam  Schneider  (ex  pres)  and  his  two  bosses,  Tom  Peterson  and  Chick  Allison,  all  of 
CBS  spot  sales,  about  the  presentations  to  be  made  at  the  upcoming  NATRFD  spring 
session  in  New  York  June  18-20. 

later,  we  had  another  session  with  Bob  Nance,  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  chairman  of 
NATRFD  sales  committee,  in  his  home  bailiwick,  where  we  visited  him  and  ass't  Bill 
Alford  and  boss  Chuck    Worcester    also  an  ex-pres  of  NATRFD.    We  spent  Friday  with 
Harold  (Smitty)  Schmitz  and  Ralph  Melon  at  KFEQ  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.    They  do  a  stint 
on  radio  early  every  day  with  noontime  radio  farm  news,  interviews  and  markets  on 
TV.    More  later  about  some  of  the  interesting  programming  enterprises  we  observed 
while  riding  the  circuit. 
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Swap  TV  Films  With  Australia 

John  Douglass,  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission,  writes  that  ABC's  Rural 
Department  has  a  number  of  short  films.    He  says  they  could  exchange  such  films 
with  any  American  stations  that  might  he  interested.    If  you  and  your  station  fit 
under  that  head,  let  either  John  or  us  know  -  and  we'll  see  what  can  he  worked 
out.    His  address  is  ?.Sk  Pitt  Street,  Sydney. 

Broiler  Business  Goes  Barging  Along 

While  some  of  us  were  not  looking,  "barges  have  glided  into  the  meat-chicken 
picture.    The  March  "Poultry  and  Egg  Situation"  points  out  that  during  the  past 
ten  years,  the  movement  of  corn  by  barge  from  the  Corn  Belt  to  Southeastern  States 
has  grown  phenomenally.    From  'V7  "to  '57  corn  receipts  at  Memphis  and  Tennessee 
River  ports  mushroomed  from  only  55  thousand  to  879  thousand  tons.    By  '57 
waterborne  unloads  at  those  ports  were  enough  to  have  fed  out  half  the  broilers 
produced  in  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia  in  that  year.    Our  marketing  people 
say  navigational  improvements  in  the  inland  waterways,  particularly  the  development 
of  the  TVA- improved  Tennessee  River,  set  the  stage  for  this  remarkable  growth  in 
corn  transportation  by  water.     Corn  price  trends  suggest  that  the  cost  of  moving 
corn  from  the  Corn  Belt  to  the  Southeast  has  not  increased  as  much  in  the  last 
ten  years  as  the  cost  of  moving  corn  from  the  Corn  Belt  to  the  important  northern 
broiler  States  of  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia.    Most  of  the  corn  moves  on  the 
waterways  in  the  last  half  of  the  crop  year,  April  to  Sept.    During  that  time 
corn  in  the  Midwest  sells  at  its  greatest  discount  compared  with  corn  in  the 
Southeast. 

Editorializing  Strengthens  Farm  News 

Bruce  Davies,  KFAB,  Omaha,  Neb.,  reports  encouraging  results  from  his  station', 
two  years1  experience  with  daily  editorials  on  the  news.    Bruce  says  about  one 
out  of  five  are  on  agricultural  problems,  and  that  makes  his  farm  department 

happy.    He's  convinced  editorializing  reinforces  radio's  role  in  Omaha  

Bruce  also  sends  us  KFAB's  summary  of  its  recent  survey  comparing  the  market  news 
services  of  USDA  and  the  local  Market  Foundation.    Farmers  reporting  preferences 

indicate  both  services  have  strong  and  weak  points  Puerto  Rico  R&TV  Ext.  Ed. 

0.  0.  Padilla  reports  they  have  been  producing  a  weekly  half  hour  on  gardening 
through  WIPR-TV  for  more  than  a  year  -  69  so  far  

U.S.  Modern- Living  Foods  to  Feature  Swiss  Fair 

U.S.  food  industry  and  food  equipment  manufacturers  are  cooperating  with  the 
Department  in  presenting  American  foods  in  their  best  light  at  the  International 
Food  Exposition  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  June  13-28.    Over  35  countries  will 
exhibit  there.    The  U.S.  is  emphasizing  'convenience  foods'.    It  will  display  all 
types  of  our  prepared  frozen  and  canned  foods  and  ready- meals,  as  well  as  ready- 
to-cook  poultry;  cake,  muffin,  and  cookie  mixes,  and  fresh  packaged  fruit. 
Several  thousand  food  industry  leaders  are  expected  among  the  visitors  to  the 
Exposition  which  is  sponsored  by  the  hth  International  Congress  of  Food  Distribu- 
tion, which  they  will  attend.    The  National  Association  of  Food  Chains  is  serving 
as  coordinator  between  the  food  industry  and  the  USDA.    Special  displays  will 
also  feature  staple  U.S.  export  products,  such  as  grain,  fruit,  and  poultry  meat. 

 NATRFD  Pres.  Maynard  Speece  has  appointed  Bob  Nance  and  Bill  Alford, 

WMT,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  to  work  with  the  U.S.  Jr.  C.  of  C.  in  providing  radio 
stations  across  the  country  with  taped  interviews  with  the  four  Outstanding  Young 
Farmers  of  America  to  be  selected  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  April  8th.    NATRFD  Prexy 
Speece  advises  us  a  5-mln.  tape  will  be  made  in  advance  and  be  in  the  hands  of 
stations  in  time  for  release  the  night  of  the  awards  banquet.    Mail  your  request 
for  tapes  to  Bob  and  Bill  on  or  before  April  1. 
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Radio  Fruit  Spray  Service  Resumes 


Frank  Atwood's  WTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.,  begins  its  eleventh  year  of  spring  and 
summer  fruit  spray  service  by  radio  Tuesday,  April  7«    This  service  directed  to 
commercial  and  heme  fruit  growers  will  be  heard  after  the  first  two  Tuesdays, 
twice  a  week,  on  Tuesday  and  Friday,  for  three  months,  immediately  after  the 
6:30  A.M.  weather  forecast.    Ext.  Pomologist  Arthur  Bobb,  U.  of  Conn.,  will  serve 

as  official  sprayer  Last  week,  Norm  Kraeft,  WGN,  featured  remote 

interviews  from  the  American  Dairy  Association  Convention  as  part  of  his  "Country 
Fair"  program. 

More  Spring  to  the  Nets  Week  March  30 -April  h 

"Farm  Prospects  for  1939"  -  a  nationwide  round-up  on  crop  and  livestock  conditions 
plus  the  Highlights  from  the  24th  annual  Chemurgic  Conference  in  Chicago,  on  the 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC,  Sat.  April  h. 

"Junior  High  School  Science  Fair"  -  what  Jack  Towers  found  there,  on  the  American 
Farmer,  over  ABC  Sat.  April ~H7~" 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  over  the  Mutual  Broadcasting  System  net  12:05  noon, 
Mon.  thru  Fri.  March  3*6' -April  3- 

"Better  Produce^ Market  Facilities"  -  William  C.  Crow,  Transportation  and  Facilities 
Branch,  AMS,  discusses  the  need  in  some  of  our  large  cities,  over  the  Clear 
Channel  Stations,  weekend  of  April  h. 

What's  Waiting  for  Your  Tapes 


2^039      "Latest  Look  at  Hog  Prospects"  -  Harold  Breimyer,  AMS  livestock  economist, 
sizes  up  what  the  quarterly  Pig  Crop  Report  reveals  for  the  rest  of  this 
year  and  next  year.  TIME:  2:h2 

25039     "Recommendations  on  Planting  Time  for  Soybeans"  -  Jack  Towers,  R&TV, 

presents  them  and  explains  why  they  are  important.  TIME:  1:36 

26Q39      "Seed  Labels  -  Your  Protection"  -  Stanley  Rollin,  who  heads  work  on 

Federal  Seed  Act,  tells  Cy  Briggs,  AMS  what  honest  seed  labeling  means 
to  farmers.  TIME:  3:^ 

10A39     "ROP  Associations  for  Beef  Bulls"  -  Bob  Priode,  Supt.  of  USDA  Beef  Cattle 
Research  Station  at  Front  Royal,  Va.,  talks  with  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  about 
the  growing  interest  in  bulls  tested  for  beef  production.      TIME:  2:50 

Consumer  TV  Packet  Features  for  Apri 1 


Edith  Swing,  who  prepares  the  TV  Short  Feature  Consumer  Packet,  says  the 
April  offerings  will  include:     (l)  Plentiful  Foods  for  April";  (2)  "Spring 
Blossoms  in  Your  National  Arboretum"";  (3 )  "Plastics  in  the  Garden" ;  and 
PH  "Silverfish  and  Firebrats" 

Next  Issue  of  TV  Research  Roundup  Will  Contain: 

These  four  1  min.  Pix  Features:     (l)  "No  Kicks  from  the  Chicks"  -  on  lack  of 
home  life;  (2)  "Good  Use  of  Poison  Gas"  -  kill  nematodes  in  the  soil  with  it;  (3) 
"New  Elm  Tree  Replacement"  -  It  shows  good  resistance  to  the  No.  1  Killer  of  Shade 
Trees;  (k )  that  new  example  of  Nature's  orderly  plan  of  things, "Precision  Planting." 

Cited  for  Service  to  Agriculture  is  Don  Oesterling's  WISR,  Butler,  Pa.,  morning  fare 
program  by  the  Pennsylvania  Future  Farmers  of  America.    During  Nat.FFA  Week,  Don 
put  on  six  15-min  programs  on  FFA  activity  besides  numerous  spots.    Congrats,  Don! 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


